INFORMATION ABOUT THE LABS

LABS‘ EVALUATION SCHEME

             a) WORK IN LABORATORY

· PREPARATION, ORDER IN LAB AND

MEASUREMENTS PROCEDURE      20%    

b) REPORTS                                   

· RESULTS                                               40%

· ERROR CALCULATION                     20%

· ANALYSIS, CONCLUSIONS

AND PRESENTATION                         20%

Note: At least, two days in advance, you will be informed about the next lab and the related  

          material will be accessible electronically.

Laboratory Notebook and Original Data

Obtain a small loose-leaf binder or set up a section in your physics binder.  In it you should keep all lab instruction sheets along with notes on verbal instructions given at the beginning of the lab period and any rough calculations or graphs done during the lab period.  You should also keep your marked lab reports in the binder.


Record all experimental data on a page starting with the lab report title on top. It must be recorded legibly in tables with proper headings.  This must be the original record of your data, not a copy of something scribbled on scrap paper or the margins of the instruction sheet.  Before you leave the lab, you must show me your original data and rough graphs.  If they are satisfactory, I will initial the data sheet and you can leave.  If not, I will not initial it until the end of the period.  This title page with the original data on the back must be attached over the first page of your lab report.  No report is acceptable without a title page with my signature. .

             a) WORK IN LABORATORY

· Preparation

The students must read carefully the material before coming in the lab session and write down questions about anything they do not understand. The student must not start the procedures without being clear about why he will do the measurement and what procedures he has to do in the lab.

· Order in the Laboratory

The students will work in teams by two and will submit one report per team. The students are not allowed to move around; if they have questions, they will ask the teacher to come to their place. 

· Measurement procedure

Before starting the measurement, the student must prepare the table where he will write the results of measurements. After gathering the results in the table, he will try to build quickly a graph to verify if tall the results align approximately in the expected way. This is a preliminary graph. If any data fall far from expected line, he will cancel it and repeat the measurement. After being confident about the measurements, he will follow with the next experiment. After gathering all experiment data he will show them to the instructor and will get the data sheet signed. Do not leave the lab without having signed your data sheet. Although a data sheet per team is needed, you are suggested to have one per student, so that to avoid situations when your team maker has lost his data sheet or is not preparing the lab report in time. In these cases, you may submit your own lab report. Do not leave the lab without being sure that the instructor has noted your presence in the lab session in his recordings. 

b) REPORTS                                   

Lab reports must be submitted one week after the measurements. If delayed,  15marks will be subtracted for each additional week.  

The lab report start with a cover page containing the course name, the lab number and title, the name of the instructor, the date of submission and the names of each students with his/her contribution to lab report written by side.
In the first page one writes shortly and clearly the objectives of the lab and the theoretical formulas used for getting to objectives. 

In the top of second page one writes Experiment No1. One starts by describing shortly the procedure of measurements in lab for this experiment. Then, one presents the recorded data in a table (or several tables) and adds in the table the average values, the absolute and the relative uncertainties for each measured and calculated parameter. Down the table, one presents step-by-step one example of error calculation for each type of parameter. The section of experiment_1 finishes by writing a short conclusion of your findings.

One follows the same way for each experiment included in the lab. 

At the end one presents the analysis of results and general conclusions of the lab in a separate section.

The lab grade will be given 1 week after the submission of the report.   

If the report is not satisfactory it will be returned for correction.  If corrected and re-submitted 

within one week, the grade will be changed to a -10.

